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issues that are not available within the
U.S. Government.

Topics for the June 13 meeting will
be:

• Priority Democracies: Colombia,
Indonesia, Nigeria, Ukraine.

• U.S.-EU Summit Issues.
• G–8 Summit Preview.
• Updates on:

— Sanctions
— Biotechnology
— China—WTO Accession
— Other Current Foreign Policy Issues

The public may attend these meetings
as seating capacity allows. The media is
welcome but discussions are off the
record. Admittance to the Department of
State building is by means of a pre-
arranged clearance list. In order to be
placed on this list, please provide your
name, title, company or other affiliation
if appropriate, social security number,
date of birth, and citizenship to the
ACIEP Executive Secretariat by fax (202)
647–5936 (Attention: Carol Thompson)
or email: (thompsonce@state.gov) by
June 6th. On the date of the meeting,
persons who have registered should
come to the 23rd Street entrance. One of
the following valid means of
identification will be required for
admittance: a U.S. driver’s license with
photo, a passport, or a U.S. Government
ID.

For further information about the
meeting, contact Carol Thompson,
ACIEP Secretariat, U.S. Department of
State, Bureau of Economic and Business
Affairs, Room 3638, Main State,
Washington, DC 20520.

The ACIEP is creating a working
group comprised of experts in fields
such as science, academia, agriculture,
consumer interests, environment, and
industry to examine issues regarding
new agricultural technologies, including
biotechnology. This group will generate
recommendations on international
aspects of new agricultural technologies
and will report back to the full
committee. The group will be comprised
of approximately 20 people.

Those interested in participating in
the working group should send a
resume/CV by April 28 to: Agricultural
Office, Attention: S. Kenny, Department
of State, 2201 C St NW, Room 3526,
Washington, DC 20520, Fax: 202–647–
1894, Email: kennyse@state.gov,
thompsonce@state.gov.

Dated: April 5, 2000.
William J. McGlynn,
Executive Secretary of the Advisory
Committee on International Economic Policy,
U.S. Department of State.
[FR Doc. 00–9103 Filed 4–11–00; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is holding a
public meeting to solicit comments on
the impact of high-speed commercial
vessels, both ferries and cargo vessels,
on the users of the navigable waters of
the United States. The growth of fast
ferries in some metropolitan areas is
increasing because these ferries appear
to be viable options to highway
commuting. Likewise, the logistical
preference for ‘‘just in time’’ supply
increases the likelihood that operation
of fast cargo vessels will grow. By their
speed and potential numbers, high-
speed commercial vessels introduce
another dimension into the
conventional mix of slower commercial
vessels, fishing vessels, and recreational
vessels.

Some mariners already believe the
waterways to be too congested with
existing vessels. The Coast Guard hopes
to receive input from all stakeholders on
this issue so it can determine if there is
a need for regulatory and other policy
action that will enhance waterways
safety for all vessels. It is particularly
interested in which options should be
dealt with locally, and which have
regional or national implications. It will
consider all comments received from
this meeting and those submitted to the
docket to formulate policy on the
management of national waterways.
DATES: The public meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 2, 2000, from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m.; but will conclude before
4 p.m. if we finish early. Comments and
related material must reach the Docket
Management Facility on or before July 2,
2000.
ADDRESSES: The public meeting will
take place at the Executive Inn, Bayside
Room, 1755 Embarcadero, Oakland, CA.

To make sure your comments and
related materials enter the docket just
once, please submit them by just one of
the following means:

(1) By mail to the Docket Management
Facility [USCG–2000–7205], U.S.
Department of Transportation, room PL–
401, 400 Seventh Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20590–0001.

(2) By delivery to room PL–401 on the
Plaza level of the Nassif Building, 400
Seventh Street SW., Washington, DC,

between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
The telephone number is 202–366–
9329.

(3) By fax to the Docket Management
Facility at 202–493–2251.

(4) Electronically through the Web
Site for the Docket Management System
at http://dms.dot.gov.

The Docket Management Facility
maintains the public docket for this
notice. Comments and material received
from the public will become parts of
this docket and will be available for
inspection or copying at room PL–401
on the Plaza level of the Nassif Building,
400 Seventh Street SW., Washington,
DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
You may also access the public docket
on the Internet at http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
questions on this public meeting,
contact Lieutenant Commander George
H. Burns III, Office of Waterways
Management Safety and Security (G–
MWP–2), Coast Guard, telephone 202–
267–0550, e-mail
GBurns@comdt.uscg.mil. We request
that those attending the meeting contact
LCDR Burns to ensure that adequate
space is available. For questions on
viewing or submitting material to the
docket, call Dorothy Walker, Chief,
Dockets, Department of Transportation,
phone 202–366–9329.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Request for Comments

We encourage your participation by
attending the meeting or by submitting
comments and related material on this
subject or in response to the questions
in this notice. If you submit written
comments, please include your name
and address, and identify this notice
[USCG–2000–7205] and the reason for
each comment. You may submit your
comments and material by mail,
delivery, fax, or electronic means to the
Docket Management Facility at the
address under ADDRESSES; but please
submit your comments and material by
only one means. Please submit all
comments and attachments in an
unbound format, no larger than 81⁄2 by
11 inches, suitable for copying and
electronic filing to the Facility at the
address under ADDRESSES. If you want
acknowledgement of receipt of your
comments, please enclose a stamped,
self-addressed postcard or envelope. We
will consider all comments and material
received whether submitted in writing
to the docket or presented during the
meeting.
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Background and Purpose

The number of users competing for
space on navigable waterways of the
U.S. has increased. Commercial vessels
have grown in size and number of
transits; the inshore fishing fleet
continues to be strong; and confidence
in our economy has prompted more
people to buy recreational craft.
Operations of high-speed commercial
vessels are also gaining in popularity
nationwide. By all accounts, the market
in the U.S. for fast ferries is active and
growing. San Francisco Bay, Seattle,
New York, Boston, and Washington,
D.C., all have growing or planned
operations of such ferries. The use of
these ferries, especially in the nation’s
coastal metropolitan areas, is likely to
be the next attempted solution for traffic
gridlock shore-side. Further, fast cargo
vessels are under construction for intra-
port, coastal, and transoceanic routes.

Detailed Coast Guard policy to
address issues of waterway management
associated with high-speed commercial
vessels is in its formative stages. The
Coast Guard wants to work with our
partners in industry, our advisory
committees, and other stakeholders in
the use of waterways to frame our
policy. High-speed commercial vessels
will pose great challenges, but the Coast
Guard views the development and
financial success of these vessels as a
genuine benefit of new technology.
Operation of these vessels may enhance
the quality of life for the general public,
as well as ensure the continued
development of the nation’s maritime
transportation system.

Obvious issues of safety, waterway
capacity, and congestion will need to be
properly addressed. In addition to
policy made at the national level, we
expect the active participation by local
Harbor Safety Committees in the
achievement of appropriate
management controls for risks due to
operation of high-speed commercial
vessels. Coast Guard field units will
work closely with local industry and
other waterway users to deal effectively
with these vessels. In general, well-
trained, -equipped and -crewed vessels,
whose operators engage in a
participatory partnership with the Coast
Guard and other waterway users, may
benefit from less governmental
supervision. We envision local Harbor
Safety Committees as ideal linchpins in
the coordination of national and local
approaches to managing risks due to
operation of these vessels.

Questions

1. What are the most practical,
immediate navigational and other

operational challenges faced by
operators of high-speed commercial
vessels? What measures (public, private,
local, national) would have the most
impact on meeting those challenges?

2. What are the likely impacts of
wakes of high-speed commercial
vessels?

3. How many high-speed commercial
vessels are passenger ferries that need to
operate on reliable schedules? How does
reduced visibility, such as fog, affect
them?

4. Taking account of your vessel’s
characteristics, what do you, as an
operator of a high-speed commercial
vessel, believe to be a safe speed relative
to stopping-distance in clear or
restricted visibility, or during darkness?

5. Has the operation of high-speed
commercial vessels improved the
competitiveness or the financial well-
being of your company?

6. What is your projection for growth
in the number of high-speed commercial
vessels where your vessel operates?

7. While operating a conventional
commercial vessel, have you
experienced any navigational problems
when encountering high-speed
commercial vessels? What problems?

8. What are the most critical issues for
recreational boating raised by high-
speed commercial vessels? Have you, as
a recreational boater, encountered any
navigational problems when
encountering such vessels?

9. Would you change any Inland
Rules of the Road to account for the
operation of high-speed commercial
vessels? For example, would you change
the Rules on steering and sailing or
those on lights or shapes? Would a
distinctive light or system of lights be
helpful? Which of these would be best?

10. Is there a need for special policies
or rules on waterway management for
high-speed commercial vessels? If so,
which should the policies or rules be—
local, regional, or national?

11. Does the safe operation of high-
speed commercial vessels call for
consistency of treatment at the regional
or national level? If so, which issues of
waterway management in particular call
for it?

12. Is there a role for local
coordinating bodies (such as Harbor
Safety Committees) of the marine
transportation system in developing
policy or in managing waterways for the
operation of high-speed commercial
vessels? If so, what role do you
envision?

13. What operational measures would
enhance the safety of high-speed
commercial vessels, while facilitating
their use? These measures could
entail—

a. Fewer restrictions rather than more;
b. Voluntary or mandatory traffic

lanes;
c. Controls based on traffic load at

certain periods of the day;
d. Controls based on port-specific

traffic conditions or patterns;
e. Slow-down zones for high-speed

cargo vessels entering port from sea; or
f. Participation in Vessel Traffic

Management.

Information on Services for Individuals
with Disabilities

For information on facilities or
services for people with disabilities, or
to request special assistance at the
meeting, contact Lieutenant Commander
George H. Burns III, Office of Waterways
Management Safety and Security (G-
MWP–2), Coast Guard, telephone 202–
267–0550, e-mail
GBurns@comdt.uscg.mil as soon as
possible.

Dated: April 7, 2000.
Joseph J. Angelo,
Director of Standard, Marine Safety and
Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 00–9116 Filed 4–7–00; 4:16 pm]
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ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The FHWA is issuing this
notice to advise the public that an
environmental impact statement (EIS)
will be prepared for a proposed highway
project in Prince George’s and Charles
Counties, Maryland.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Pamela S. Stephenson, Environmental
Protection, Specialist, Federal Highway
Administration, The Rotunda, Suite
220, 711 West 40th Street, Baltimore,
Maryland 21211, Telephone: (410) 962–
4342, ext. 145.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
FHWA, in cooperation with the
Maryland State Highway
Administration (SHA) and the US Army
Corps of Engineers, will prepare a
combined Tier I/Tier II Environment
Impact Statement (EIS) for the US 301
Transportation Study-Southern
Corridor. The study limits encompass a
total of 39 miles within both the US 301
corridor, from the Governor Nice Bridge
crossing of the Potomac River to the
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